122          CONSIDERATIONS ON THE

DACOITS.

The profession of a dacoit is of ancient
origin. Dacoitv is a violent and open rob-
bery commuted generally in the night, by
torch light, and in almost every instance by
a numerous gang. The ravages of the da-
coits in Bengal are particularly noticed in
the Resolutions of a Co:rmiir.?e of Circuit
at Cossimbiixar, as far back as 1772. They
are there styled " Abandoned out-laws, not
a not only infesting the highways, but plan-
" dering and burning whole villages.'' It
is there ordained, that they be, on convic-
tion, immediately hanged, the villages to
which they belong lined, and their families
made slaves to Government. Under the
native Governments, it was only necessary
to prove the identity of the person who was
notorious as a dacoit, without specifically
proving any act of criminality, and he was
immediately executed* They are impro-
perly styled highway robbers, at least accord-
in 2